
New Delhi
Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Siso-
dia on Friday directed 
the officials of Delhi 
Jal Board (DJB) to 
upgrade the sewage 
treatment plant with 
modern technolo-
gy and complete the 
work within stipulated 
time frames, an official 
statement said.

The DJB has been in-
structed to take strict 
action against any lapse 
by the Sewage Treat-
ment Plant's (STP) con-
tractors in the work to 
fulfil targets, it said. A 
work report shall be 
submitted every day 
to the deputy CM by 
the CEO of the DJB as 
well. It will also be en-
sured that all stipulated 
safety standards and 
measures of quality are 
followed during this 
process, the statement 
further stated.

According to the 
statement, Sisodia said, 
''Delhi Government is 
working in a phased 

manner to increase the 
capacity of various sew-
age treatment plants 
in different areas in 
the national capital to 
clean the Yamuna.''

''The set target is to 
clean the Yamuna river 
completely by 2025. As 
part of this initiative, 
the 45 MDG sewage 
treatment plant at Kon-
dli will be upgraded to 
release clean water into 
the Yamuna,'' he said.

He said the treated 
water will not only help 
in cleaning the river 
but will also prove to be 
very useful to meet oth-
er requirements – such 
as for horticulture and 
rejuvenating Delhi's 
lakes to meet the grow-
ing demand for potable 
water.

Sisodia also conduct-
ed a surprise inspection 
of the Sewage Treat-
ment Plant (STP) and 

'sludge treatment plant' 
at Kondli, during which 
he found that the sew-
age treatment has not 
been following stipu-
lated norms and quality 
control measures.

He reprimanded the 
officials and instructed 
them to resolve this is-
sue at the earliest, for 
which a plan of action 
must be submitted to 
him within a week, the 
statement said. Siso-
dia also inspected the 
sludge treatment plant 
built inside the premis-
es of the Kondli STP.

He said this sludge 
treatment plant can 
treat 200 tonnes of 
sludge daily. It is based 
on the technology of 
hot air oxidation, in 
which the silt is dried 
and converted into bio-
char using hot air. It is 
then removed from the 
sewage, is processed 
and the residue is used 
to make tiles, it said.

New Delhi
The BJP mounted a 
scathing attack on Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Friday, ac-
cusing him of failing 
to check hazardous air 
pollution levels in Del-
hi and spending time in 
poll-bound Gujarat and 
Himachal Pradesh.

BJP national vice-pres-
ident and Delhi unit in-
charge Baijayant Panda 
said Kejriwal was busy 
dealing with infighting 
in the AAP in Himachal 
Pradesh while people 
in Delhi were choking. 
''History will never for-
give him,'' he said.

At a press conference, 
BJP national spokesper-
son Shehzad Poonawa-
la alleged Kejriwal was 
working as a ''part-time'' 
chief minister of Delhi 
and should tell people 

what steps he had tak-
en to protect them from 
pollution.

''When the AAP did not 
have a government in 
Punjab, Kejriwal used to 
talk about using bio-de-
composer there to pre-
vent paddy straw burn-
ing, but now when there 
is an AAP government in 
the state, he has failed to 
do so,'' he said.

Poonwala said the high 
level of pollution in Del-

hi was a serious problem 
as it affected the lives of 
millions of people.

''This is the time to 
think seriously about 
Delhi, not politics. The 
issue of pollution is a 
matter related to the 
lives of the people, and 
hence, BJP wants a solu-
tion to it,'' he said.

Addressing a joint 
press conference, Kejri-
wal and his Punjab coun-
terpart Bhagwant Mann 
accepted the responsibil-
ity for paddy straw burn-
ing in the border state, 
saying it was wrong to 
blame farmers for it.

West Delhi BJP MP 
Parvesh Verma said it 
was Kejriwal who earlier 
used to raise the scare of 
farm fires in Punjab and 
now, he was trying to act 
innocent when his party 
is ruling in the state.

Noida
A ruling BJP worker and 
close aide of Gautam 
Buddh Nagar MP Ma-
hesh Sharma was hos-
pitalized with grievous 
injuries following an at-
tack on him by unidenti-
fied miscreants in Great-
er Noida, police said on 
Friday.

Sanchit Sharma ali-
as Singga Pandit was 

attacked in the Beta 2 
police station area of 
Greater Noida on late 
Thursday night and an 
FIR has been lodged in 
the matter, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Police Vishal Pandey 
said.

Notably, Sanchit was 
briefly arrested in Au-
gust on charges of pro-
moting enmity after he 

allegedly made some ob-
jectionable remarks on 
the Tyagi community in 
the wake of the Shrikant 
Tyagi episode in Noida.

The FIR has been 
lodged over a complaint 
by the BJP's local man-
dal president Mahesh 
Sharma (same name as 
the MP's) who too was in 
a car with Sanchit Shar-
ma along with one more 

party worker but they 
had somehow managed 
to escape the attackers, 
a police official said.

Their car was inter-
cepted near a hotel by 
the seven to eight un-
identified men who 
were in two SUVs and 
carried arms with them, 
he said.

''Sanchit has received 
injuries on his legs. 
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Director General (Pris-
ons) Sandeep Goel 
has been transferred 
from Tihar Jail, near-
ly a month after jailed 
conman Sukesh Chan-
drashekhar alleged ex-
tortion of Rs 12 crore for 
protection in the prison.

IPS officer Sanjay Be-
niwal from the 1989 
batch has now been ap-
pointed as the new Di-
rector General (Prisons) 
of the Tihar Jail in Delhi.

The order comes after 
the Delhi government’s 
Home Department on 
Friday transferred Di-
rector General (Prisons) 
Sandeep Goel from Ti-
har Jail, nearly a month 
after conman Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar alleged 
that he had paid mon-
ey to Aam Aadmi Par-
ty for protection in jail. 
Conman Sukesh Chan-
drashekhar had also ac-

cused Goel of extorting 
over Rs 12 crore as "pro-
tection money".

According to an official 
order issued on Friday, 
the 1989 batch Aruna-

chal Pradesh-Goa-Mizo-
ram and Union Territory 
(AGMUT) officer Sanjay 
Goel has been trans-
ferred from Tihar Jail 
and asked to report to 

PHQ for further orders, 
the order reads.

Speaking to news 
agency IPS Sanjay Beni-
wal told “I am fortunate 
that the government 

has chosen me for such 
a difficult role,” Adding 
that. “It is challenging 
but every post is chal-
lenging.”

In a letter to Delhi’s 
Lieutenant Governor 
Vinai Kumar Saxena on 
October 7, Chandrashek-
har had made a series of 
allegations against the 
Aam Aadmi Party. He 
had claimed to have paid 
Rs 10 crore to party lead-
er Satyendar Jain as pro-
tection money in jail.

He had also alleged 
that he paid Rs 50 crore 
to the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty to secure an impor-
tant position in the 
outfit. Chandrashekhar 
claimed that he was 
promised a post in South 
India and a Rajya Sabha 
seat by the Aam Aadmi 
Party.

Chandrashekhar was 
arrested by the Delhi Po-
lice on August 7 for alleg-
edly extorting around Rs 

215 crore from Shivinder 
Singh, a former promot-
er of pharmaceutical 
giant Ranbaxy, and his 
wife Aditi Singh. He had 
allegedly impersonated 
the Union home secre-
tary, law secretary and an 
officer in the prime minis-
ter’s office while speaking 
to them.

In his letter, Chan-
drashekhar had claimed 
that Jain visited him 
multiple times in jail and 
asked him if he disclosed 
to the police his contribu-
tions to the Aam Aadmi 
Party.

Jain has been in prison 
since he was arrested by 
the Enforcement Directo-
rate on May 30 in a money 
laundering case.

Chandrashekhar had 
written to the Delhi Lt 
Governor alleging that 
AAP leader Satyendar 
Jain 'extorted' Rs 10 crore 
from him in 2019 to en-
sure his safety in prison.
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Delhi Congress pres-
ident Ch. Anil Kumar 
here on Friday  demand-
ed the resignation of CM  
Arvind Kejriwal for his 
failure to check air pol-
lution in city.

He has lost his right to 
continue as a flop chief 
minister of the nation-
al capital  for making  
Delhi a “Gas Chamber”, 
Kumar said, adding all 
promises of Kejriwal to 
eliminate air pollution 
have turned out to be 
hollow.

Kumar, after  visiting 
the Anand Vihar smog 
tower, as part of Del-
hi Congress’ campaign 

“Pollution On, Kejriwal 
Gone”, said that even 
experts are in the dark 
about the utility of the 
smog tower, which was 
setup at a cost of over Rs 
15 crore, with an annual 
maintenance cost of Rs 
3 lakh.

The irony was that the 
air quality near the smog 
tower was nearly 500 
AQI (Air Quality Index) 
on Friday, he said add-
ing when Congress was 

in power in Punjab, Ke-
jriwal used to blame the 
farmers of that state for 
stubble burning.

But , Kumar added, 
after AAP came to pow-
er, Kejriwal holds press 
conferences with Pun-
jab CM Bhagwant Mann 
and sidesteps  questions 
about stubble-burning 
in Punjab.

Kumar  said that Ke-
jriwal tries to find a 
scapegoat for city’s air 
pollution which was his 
habit. He blames others 
for this own failures and 
incompetence. Now he 
blames the Central gov-
ernment for pollution.

He said that Kejriwal 
was trying to mislead 
the people of Delhi with 
false data, without ad-
dressing the real-time 
issues like the toxic air of 
the capital.

New Delhi
The BJP leaders ex-
pressed confidence to 
win the MCD polls 4th 
time in a row, as the 
dates for the elections 
to 250 municipal wards 
were announced by the 
state election commis-
sion on Friday.

The voting for Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) will be held on 
December 4 and votes 
will be counted on De-
cember 7.

Inaugurating the BJP's 
MCD poll office at par-
ty's Delhi unit headquar-
ters at Pant Marg, Union 
minister Piyush Goyal 
said the Kejriwal gov-
ernment has failed on 
all fronts including pol-
lution control, reining in 
corruption or infrastruc-
ture development.

''Delhi people are fed 
up with false assurances 
of Kejriwal government 
and ready to give a befit-
ting reply to the AAP in 
the MCD polls and en-
sure massive victory of 
the BJP. They have also 
made up their mind to 
vote for the BJP in com-
ing Lok Sabha polls and 
uproot the AAP in next 
Assembly elections,'' Go-
yal said.

Delhi BJP presi-
dent Adesh Gupta also 
claimed that the BJP is 
going to going to return 
to power at Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) for the 4th time.

Welcoming the poll 
date announcement by 
the State Election Com-
mission, Gupta said ''the 
kind of public support 
we are getting, one thing 
is certain that this time 
we are going to win more 
seats than last time.'' The 
convener of MCD poll 
manifesto committee of 
BJP, Satish Upadhyay 
launched a portal, in-
viting Delhiites to give 
their suggestions on the 
issues they wanted to be 
highlighted in the party's 
poll promises.

Gupta said that the 
BJP was ready to defeat 
its opponents like it did 
on previous occasions.
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New Delhi
Delhi recorded 54 fresh 
COVID-19 cases on Fri-
day with a positivity rate 
of 1.22 per cent, and two 
more persons died due 
to the viral disease, ac-
cording to a data shared 
by the health depart-
ment here.

With these new cases, 
Delhi's COVID-19 tally 
has risen to 20,06,443, 
while the death toll due 
to the infection rose to 
26,511.

Delhi recorded zero 
death and 65 COVID-19 
cases on Thursday with 
a positivity rate of 1.29 
per cent.

The national capital 
had recorded 58 Cov-
id cases on Wednesday 
with a positivity rate of 
1.03 per cent.

The city had reported 
63 cases of the infection 
with a positivity rate of 
1.18 per cent on Tuesday.

The fresh cases came 
out of the 4,432 tests 
conducted the previous 
day.

The number of active 
cases stands at 293 while 
the number of patients 
in home isolation is 214. 
Of the 8,773 Covid beds 
in the city hospitals, only 
45 are occupied.

Noida
A 32-year-old police con-
stable was found dead 
inside his official accom-
modation in Gautam 
Buddh Nagar district of 
Uttar Pradesh on Friday, 
officials said.

Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Central Noi-
da) Ram Badan Singh 
said the constable was 
found hanging inside his 
house at the police lines 
in Surajpur in the morn-
ing and it appeared that 
he took the extreme step 
due to domestic conflicts.

''Arun Kumar lived in 
the government-allotted 
quarter along with his 
wife, who is also a police 
constable. Both were of 
the 2011 batch,'' Singh 
said.

The deceased person-
nel was a native of Sa-
haranpur district and 
posted as the constable 
in-charge of the police 
store in Noida, accord-
ing to officials.

Police Commissioner 
Alok Singh, Additional 
CP Bharti Singh, among 
other senior officers, on 
Friday afternoon visited 
the family to offer con-
dolence at the consta-
ble's passing away.

The body was sent for 
post-mortem and the 
cause of death has been 
identified as hanging, of-
ficials said, adding that 
no complaint has been 
registered in the matter. 
Mental health experts 
believe that suicides are 
preventable if first ob-
servers, like parents or 
spouse or friends, rec-
ognise the behavioural 
changes in a person and 
talk to them in order to 
not let them doubt their 
self-esteem.

Noida Police 
constable found 
dead at official 

residence
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New Delhi
A 15-year-old boy was al-
legedly sexually assaulted 
by a driver and conductor 
in northeast Delhi's New 
Usmanpur area, police 
said on Friday. Accord-
ing to the police, the boy 
went from his home on 
Wednesday afternoon and 
reached the parking area 
near 5th Pusta under New 
Usmanpur police station 
limits. He asked for a job 
from the drivers who used 
to park their vehicles in 
the parking and stayed 
with them in the night 
where two persons sexu-
ally assaulted him. When 
he reached his home in 
the morning, he narrated 
the ordeal to his parents, 
a senior police officer 
said. The family mem-
bers reached the parking 
area where the boy iden-
tified the two who had 
sexually assaulted him. 
They caught hold of the 
accused and made a PCR 
call around 10.30 am. The 
police reached the spot 
and apprehended the ac-
cused, the officer said.

Based on the statement 
of father of the victim, a 
case under sections 341 
(punishment for wrongful 
restraint), 377 (unnatural 
offences) and 34 (com-
mon intention) and pro-
visions of the Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act 
was registered at New Us-
manpur police station on 
Thursday, the officer said. 
Both the accused -- Sunil 
(30), a resident of Bagh-
pat, and Saleem (34), a 
resident of Bulandshahar 
in Uttar Pradesh -- have 
been arrested in this case. 
They both work as driver 
and conductor, police said, 
adding that the father of 
the boy runs a tea stall. 
The victim is not mentally 
fit and is under treatment. 
His parents had not lodge 
a missing report to police 
as he used to disappear 
from the house often and 
thereafter return on his 
own. Further investiga-
tion is in progress, po-
lice added. Last month, 
a 10-year-old boy, who 
was assaulted and alleg-
edly raped by three of his 
friends in northeast Del-
hi's New Seelampur area, 
died at a hospital here 
where he was admitted for 
over a week. 

Boy sexually 
assaulted in Delhi's 
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